
Help Your Child Develop Reading Mastery

Sometimes parents wonder whether they need a specially trained educational therapist instead of a tutor to help their child develop reading proficiency.  For children with reading difficulties, working with a highly trained educational therapist is usually the best decision and provides the greatest gain in reading competence for your child.  
Although the levels of training, skills and experience differ among tutors, most tutors lack the skills to specifically and systematically address the unique and special needs of children with reading problems.  Tutors typically use methods quite similar to those used in your child’s classroom.  Hiring a tutor who is going to use more or less the same approach your child is receiving in the classroom is unlikely to be successful.  
Educational therapists are specially trained in the most effective methods for systematically developing a child’s reading skills.  Working with an eminently qualified educational therapist boosts the progress your child can make while shortening the time your child needs to reach reading mastery.

The Reading Process

Letters of the alphabet are a code representing the sounds in words.  Reading involves “decoding” or translating written words into their spoken equivalents.  Decoding problems are primarily due to difficulty with breaking words into their component sounds.  Once a student learns the correspondence between sounds and print, he or she has become a proficient decoder.  However, in order to become an efficient reader, the decoding process must become fast and accurate.  When decoding is efficient, attention and memory processes are available for comprehending what is being read.

Becoming a Mastery Reader

Many children become proficient decoders regardless of how they are taught.  However, at least one-third of all children have difficulty learning to decode print.  For these children, decoding must be systematically taught.  Students who have trouble learning to decode generally also have difficulty applying decoding skills automatically.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Educational therapists are trained to understand the various decoding, comprehension, and study skills necessary for learning to read.  Understanding the crucial stages of development of mastery reading allows educational therapists to uncover roadblocks to a student’s success in a manner tutors are generally unable to do.  Educational therapists are able to identify a student’s specific reading problems and devise programs which capitalize upon a student’s unique learning strengths.  They are skilled in using specific, appropriate, and practical learning strategies that best help students become proficient, efficient and independent readers.  Educational therapists excel at providing learning experiences that develop crucial reading skills such as the following:
· Phonological Awareness:  sensitivity to the individual sounds in a word. 
· Phonemic Awareness:  the ability to segment words into individual sound units.

· Alphabetic Principle:  the insight that written words are composed of letters of the alphabet that are related to segments of spoken words in an agreed upon manner.

· Orthographic Awareness:  sensitivity to the spelling patterns and structure of the writing system.

· Comprehension Approaches:  strategies that help students attend to and remember what they read.

Educational therapists “take the long view,” striving to help a student gain skill is using reading as a springboard for independent, critical thought and expression.  Reading fuels the highest levels of the thinking process.  Good readers are armed with tools to become strong thinkers.  

Educational therapists are also expert at coordinating a team effort to maximize reading growth.  This team usually includes teachers, other educational professionals, and physicians working along with the student and parents to build lasting reading mastery. 
In addition, educational therapists understand the interrelationship between learning and self-esteem, encouraging students to build and hold a positive view of their learning abilities.  A student who works with an educational therapist receives the most effective reading services available.
__________________________________________________________________________________
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